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Most of us have been fortunate enough to have enjoyed a very special rela-
tionship with our grandparents. They were the living bridge to the past.
They handed down to us the hard-won lessons they had learned from life
and the wisdom they had received from their own grandparents. They pro-
vided us with the patient, unquestioning love and understanding that gave
us the strength to face the future with confidence and hope.

Today, the elderly and retired participants in the Foster Grandparent Pro-
gram provide unique, personal guidance and care to tens of thousands of
physically, emotionally, and mentally handicapped children as well as
those who have been abused, neglected, or who are in the juvenile justice
system, or in need of other special help.

Love is the only thing we have more of the more we give it away. And
these volunteers who give of themselves, of their wisdom, and of their time,
reap rich benefits. They rejoice in a newfound independence. Their loneli-
ness and fear of isolation disappear. In many cases, their health improves.
Their sense of self-worth is enhanced as they find themselves deeply in-
volved with others who depend on them. They experience a new fulfillment
in performing a much-needed community service which taps all their re-
serves of understanding, creativity, and warmth.

The children in the program blossom under the golden glow of counsel and
caring that foster grandparents bring into their lives. This program has truly
worked wonders for hearts young and old.

I urge all Americans to join me in applauding the activities of these foster
grandparent volunteers. Their service encourages positive attitudes about
the abilities of the elderly. It demonstrates how greatly society benefits
when it calls on the experience and seasoned judgment of older persons.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 92, has designated the month of
October 1985 as “National Foster Grandparent Month” and authorized and
requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this event.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of October 1985 as National
Foster Grandparent Month. I invite all citizens and appropriate agencies
and organizations to unite during October with appropriate observances
and activities to honor these volunteers and the children they serve.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
tenth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5403 of October 30, 1985
American Education Week, 1985

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

From their very beginnings, the colonies that later were to form the United
States of America set great store by the education of the young, and with
the birth of the New Nation this commitment to education deepened. Our
Founding Fathers shared the insight of an ancient sage that “only the edu-
cated are free," and they took to heart the inspired maxim that it is the
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truth which sets us free. To them it was clear that since here the people
would rule, the people must have the means to understand the issues and
to make wise decisions. As James Madison put it: “On the diffusion of edu-
cation among the people rest the preservation and perpetuation of our free
institutions."”

American Education Week offers all Americans an invitation to reflect on
the importance of education to our Nation, not only to its prosperity but to
the proper functioning of our whole system of government. It invites each of
us to play a part in the national commitment to sound education and to the
constant striving to improve the institutions that provide education at every
level, from pre-school through graduate school. American Education Week
is a time for all Americans to seek to do something to further the cause of
education—whether by involvement in parent-teacher groups, contributions
to private educational institutions, serving on local school boards, participa-
tion in adult education programs, furthering the utilization of libraries and
museums, or any similar activity. For educators it is a time to rededicate
themselves to what is surely one of the noblest of callings: and to students
it is a challenge to make the best use of the manifold educational opportu-
nities this country offers.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning November 17, 1985, and
the first full week preceding the fourth Thursday of November of each suc-
ceeding year, as American Education Week, and to observe this time with
appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
tenth,

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5404 of November 5, 1985

National Drug Abuse Education Week, 1985

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Only a decade ago, many people believed that drug abuse was an insur-
mountable problem. Throughout America, parents, educators, law enforce-
ment officials, and other community leaders are proving that the fight
against drugs can be won. Law enforcement and international cooperation
are reducing the availability and supply of illegal drugs. Research and ex-
perience have given us new insight into the causes and treatment of drug
and alcohol abuse. Most important, Americans have changed their attitudes
toward both drugs and drug users. Negative attitudes have been replaced
with understanding, and drug abuse is seen for what it really is: destructive
of life's potential and a tragic waste of health and opportunity.

We have developed a sense of responsibility, collectively and individually.
Today, we hold the key to creating a drug-free society: prevention of drug
abuse through awareness and education.

Many people have contributed to this improved situation. During the past
four years, all segments of American society have worked together to stop
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